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In the United States the inhabitants were thrown
t)ut as yesterday upon the soil which they now occupy,
and they brought neither customs nor traditions with
- them there; they meet each other for the first time
with no previous acquaintance ; in short, the in-
ftinctive love of their country can scarcely exist in
their minds ; but every one takes as zealous an in-
terest in the affairs of his township, his county, and
of the whole State, as if they were his own, because
every one, in his sphere, takes an active part in the
government of society.
The lower orders in the United States are alive
to the perception of the influence exercised by the
general prosperity upon their own welfare ; and
simple as this observation is, it is one which is but
too rarely made by the people. But in America the
people regards this prosperity as the result of its own
exertions ; the citizen looks upon the fortune of the
public as his private interest, and he co-operates in
'its success, not so much from a sense of pride or of
duty, as from what I shall venture to term cupidity.
It is unnecessary to study the institutions and the
history of the Americans in order to discover the
truth of this remark, for their manners render it
sufficiently evident. As the American participates in
all that is done in his country, he thinks himself
obliged to defend whatever may be censured ; for it
is not only his country which is attacked upon these
occasions, but it is himself. The consequence is, that
his national pride resorts to a thousand artifices, and
to all the petty tricks of individual vanity.
Nothing is more embarrassing in the ordinary inter-
course of life than this irritable patriotism of the
Americans. A stranger may be very well inclined to
praise many of the institutions of their country, but
he begs permission to blame some of the peculiarities